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ProfessorDheera Hettiarachchi taking a selfie with our donkeys

Teacherovercome their fears

In our November report we saidve were
planning to conduct an awareness training
program for the MARDAP teachersThis was
because in the last DAT session we noticed t
the teachers started to feehnxious nearthe
donkeys This reluctance had an immediate effe
on the children. They took the lead from th 7
teachers andstarted feeling less coroftable ‘
with the animalscompared withpreviously. Sdn : : 4 )

preparation for the Donkey Assisted Thera| =~ 508 - o , : ‘i
program commencing in Marchwe gave a ! '
comprehensiveexplanationof the purposeand | § ‘A;,’
benefits of DAT for our MARDAP childremd
also managed to reduce sonoé the fear towards
these animals. We noticed that the teache
0SO0IYS WagAliOKSR 2yQ
approach the donkeys in a more confident wi MARDAP teachers listen intently to the presentation

for the sake of the children. 1
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Signed, sealed and delivered!

On 4" February the fateful email arrived telling us that The Donl
Sanctuary had signed a Collaborative Agreement with Bridging L

A " and the first tranche of funds was in the Bridging Lanka bank accc
SANCTUARY Lanka l' YRE AYy GKS g2NRa 2F GKS | IANBSYS),
A T S e s comey e 7R ons o @rhe purpose of tis Collaboration is to enable The Donkey Sanctu
et oDty ) and Bridging Lanka to develemd take forward high quality evk, in
The Otyects of The Donkey Sanchuary are set out In Appendix 1 o g - - . -
o oo o g line with the strategies of the collaborating organisations, that allo
—_ axo us to reflect and learn together and to provide evidence andec
a Srogng Larsa Lmiied (notforgroft company. imited by guarantee. regsterec in Sn Larka . . u .. .
e e Regmrar of Comanes 51 Lan.. emranon rumer 1 Gl 231) e regmiees studies that we can share with others in our training, policy work ¢

ofice s at 712 Temple Road, off Kirakupone Road, Kirapone, Colomto 5, S Lanka (hereinatier
referred 1o a3 Braging Larka

The Otyects of Brdging Lanka are sef out In Appendix 1

communications to the benefit of donkeys and mules worldwiide

VISION -
A unfiec. peace’d and prospercus Sa Lankan commundy both i Sn Lanka and atroad

1. Pumrose.. We are over the moon because now we have the funds and techi
e e e e e ey support to implement our signature projectsthe dorkey clinic and
Shuces Al we Can share with Offers N O IrENING. POACY wOrt and COMMUMICanons 10 the . . .
el of dnops o b Sl community education centre as well as the donkey assisted ther
12 -—‘Y::;‘.wmmhmlowi-mmn
centre (DAT)
2 START DATE AND DATE OF T™vE T.

21 The start date of fus agreement shad be the 31t of December 2015

Many thanks Stephen Blakeway and Sally Price for guiding us fror
UK and making it happen. Most especially we want to thank
acknowledge Dr. Ramesh Kunfeom The Donkey Sanctuary UK wi
has believed in us, advocated and supported us through hard ti
and been an inspiration to us all.

22 The termunason Gate of Pws agreement shall be e 0% of December 2016
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LEFT: Dr Ramesh from The
Donkey Sanctuary India with
differently abled children in
Mannar

RIGHT: Dr Stephen Blakeway,
Director of International
Operations, The Donkey
Sanctuary, UK

Donkey Postcards

There are few souvenirs or items of memorabilia 1
tourists to remind them of their time in Mannar. W
have now taken another step toward the positi
promotion of donkeys through creating postcard:
This month we designed two postcards, one w
W{lFrelrQ 2y GKS FTNRYOG Iy
Kelvin. Slowly, slowly the mindset of the people
Mannar is starting to change towards donkeys
response to our exanding donkey programs.
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Nutritious food for our donkeys

Donkey adoption=healthier animals

Now that a number of kinthearted animal lovers,
mainly in Melbourne and Tasmania, have adopt
donkeys, their monthly contribution is ensurin
that our donkeys are being well fed. Previous
Bridging Lanka could only afford to give the
bread, rice and wgetables left over from the
garment factory and vendors.

Now the donkeys receive three meals in a day! .
the morning they get vegetables from the vendo “ - rld['ef,fa”
and in the afternoon food from the garmen ) % '
factory. Now in the evening we give thel
nutritious foad ¢ coconut based¥ 2 A f Ol

bran mixed with maize, grass and, of course, wal
Our donkeys are really enjoying their new digtis

is the result2 ¥ a | yy ddRey todk AMeR
would really liketo thank all our sponsors and
supporterswho are making it possible for us tc
really care for these wonderful creatures. Ne
month two donkeys will be featured. Now who wi
they be?

Robin bringing in the maize
Karnan and Robin bringing Oil cak 3
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Karnan and Robin deliver the oil cakes dz €] E v }Ju-e (Elu }uE Alu

Donkey/human conflict in Sri Lanka by David Harding

David Hardingour passionate animabving supporterfrom the UK visited

usin November 201%nd worked tirelessly with the donkeys for two week
Before he I& Mannar he promisedo write areport with recommendations
about how to progress our donkey work. Well, David kept his promise
sent us a comprehensive and very useful report about donkey and hu
conflict and what to do about it in the Mannar context.

5+ @ARQa aBetJinarily arirsiéhand observations and covered
multitude of topics¢ population and breeding rat the current human/
animal conflict, possible solutions, benefits of feral donkeys, tour
opportunities and whatstill needs to be donedetermining responsibiliy,

policy ceordination and promotion, animal welfaresecuring breeding
stock, need for adonkey clinic, terilisation pogram, food and shelter,
taming and training, urban litter, traffic regulation, community educati
and neighbourhood group formation

Thanks David. Your report will help us as we dive into a more signif
phase of our donkey workldase continudgo support us

Tourism ecturers

Visit our donkeys

While senior lecturers from the Sri Lanka Institute of Tourism and H
Management (SLITHMyere conducting a tour guide training prograr
Kelvin had the chance to speak to them about our donkey program
Mannar. They were amazed to hear about it and asked to see our don!
After the program Kelvin took them to our donk&yK St G SNJ | y R
Y& D2RQ Y2YSy (i wefeaugdrisedkaBdmappya ihit the
6SNBE aSSAiy3ae ¢KSe RARyYyQ:G f2a$s |1
grooming the donkeys and hand feeding them. They really enjolyed

time. We hope tky will support us to develop more donkejocused

tourist venturesin the near future
Prof. Suijith Yamasinghéd15§Z Z~Z 1o 4

Prof. Hettiarachchi ges affectionate with Sheila



